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might pardon his wife and the King, the adulterer, at their will. The
Babylonian procedure in cases where absolute proof was not at hand
is characteristic. In all ordinary cases the wife could take an oath
and swear her innocence, and was allowed to return (or was sent)
to her (father's) house; but if the finger had been pointed at her on
account of another, and she is obviously the subject of scandal, she
must undergo ordeal by water. Robertson Smith has cited the
Arabian story of Hind bint cUtba\ whose husband sent her back
to her father on suspicion of unchastity, and it appears that the case
could not rest there, her treatment being clearly regarded as on insult;
and from another incident it would seem that suspected wives could
be conducted under ignominious circumstances to the Kaba and
there swear seventy oaths (Kinship). The ordeal and oath reappear
in the antique ordeal preserved in a late source Nu5 where the
suspected wife is conducted to the priest, who brings her in
humiliating attire before, Jahweh. There the priest charges her by
an oath which she accepts with the formula "Amen1 and prepares
a portion of holy water and the dust of the floor of the sanctuary97
in which have been washed the words of the oath, the procedure
which does not prescribe any punishment for unjust accusation, is
treated at greater length in the Mishna98 and is said to have been
abolished towards the close of the 1st century A,D.
(10) Among the Christians :
The Christian view about fornication and adultery goes a step
further to the Jewish view and takes account of the inward
disposition and the motives that prompt action. The Seventh
Commandment in the Decalogue which runs as Thou shall not covet
thy neighbour's wife' has of course a deeper meaning to the
command, Thou shalt not commit adultery', as the former goes
behind the outward act and condemns the sinful desire which leads
to adultery. But the passage in the Jesus 'Sermon on the Mount'
centres on the moral injury to the man himself "If thy right eye caught
97.     For Semitic parallels of the Syriac henana and shcyaeta and see JOR 1902
p.431JRAS1903,p.595.
98.     Sota; cf. also Jos Ant. Ill xi.6.